4 Monday
5 Tuesday - The taxing imposed by Augustus
6 Wednesday Luke 2:1 accounts that prior to the birth of Christ “there went out a decree
7 Thursday from Caesar Augustus” that all citizens “should be taxed”, such event
8 Friday occurring close to the start of 4 B.C. The following statement in verse 2
9 Saturday Bilgah 15 recalls the events of the time: “(And this taxing was first made when
10 Sunda Cyrenius was governor of Syria)”. However, althoug h such wording appears
y to link this governorship to the time of the decree , Cyrenius is found
1 Monday historically to have been governor of Syria some 10y  ears later (in 6 A.D.). A
12 Tuesday closer examination of the Greek text of verse 2 how  ever, reveals the meaning
13 Wednesday intended: Whereas the English translation indicates such was the first time
of such taxing, the Greek word translated “first” i s not limited to a numerical
14 Thursday succession but may equally be translated as “earlie " or “before”. Thus the
15 Friday Greek words translated as “first made when” may eq ually be translated:
16 Saturday Immer 16 “made before”. When the latter translation is chosen , Cyrenius' placement is
17 Sunda no longer 10 years too early (or governor twice over as a number of scholars
y contend) but immediately synchronised with historic al records. [According
18 Monday to Josephus, such taxing was not 'first made when', but had “come to a
19 Tuesday conclusion” under Cyrenius' governorship (Antiquiti es XVIILii,1)].
20 Wednesday
21 Thursday Earliest point for most births.
22 Friday
23 Saturday Hezir 17 8m 26d
24 Sunday
25 Monday
26 Tuesday
27 Wednesday
28 Thursday 9th Month
29 Friday 59th of 62 weeks
30 Saturday Aphses 18 Shebat 1 Year 3
31 Sunday HEROD AUGUSTUS
4 January 1 Monday 33 27
2 Tuesday
3 Wednesday
4 Thursday Latest point for most births: In Mary's case, and with no
5 Friday record to the contrary, a normal pregnancy is presu med.
6 Saturday Pethahiah 9m 10d ] ]
7 Historical, Orthodox
birth of Christ
8 Monday
9 Tuesday 4 . L
10 Wednesday The calendrical season of Christ's birth
11 Thursday The birth of Christ is held by many scholars tohav e
12 Frida occurred in the autumn because it is considered win ter was
y too harsh for shepherds and their flocks to live ou  tdoors.
13 Saturday Jehezekel 20 However, such belief has no material ground since i nthe
14 Sunday Judean region, shepherds and flocks commonly lived
15 Monday outdoors in winter, flocks being then moved from cu ltivated
d crop areas into the surrounding hill country and ho used in
16 Tuesday outdoor ‘folds’, the shepherds making use of their ~ own and
17 Wednesday natural shelters as the weather occasioned.
18 Thursday Luke 2:8 accounts that when the birth of Christ was
19 Friday expected “there were...shepherds abiding in the fie  Id,
. keeping watch over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8, 11,15),
20 Saturday Jachin 21 where the word “field” in the phrase “abiding inth e field” in
21 Sunday this usage is a translation not of the Greek nounc  onveying
22 Monday a plain 'cultivated crop area’ or ‘common field', b utof a
23 Tuesda more depictive Greek verb meaning 'to live or camp out of
Y doors in a protected 'fold' or similar liveable are a'.
24 Wednesday




